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WEEK OF 
PRAYER  

FOR PERSECUTED 
CHRISTIANS



Right now, in the Middle East a genocide is taking place. Christians, 
the most important element for peace in the country, are being 
killed. Those from outside do not want peace; they want to destroy 
it. Christians are the most important promoters of peace and har-
mony in society. They were the first inhabitants of this country. So, 
if the outsiders manage to kill the roots of Christianity in the Middle 
East—Christians themselves—then they will kill the tree, and the 
tree will die on its own. This is what interests the outsiders. It is very 
dangerous. Try to understand that the Christian Faith is the most 
important and precious gift that God has given this world, and try 
to help the Christians here so that they can live as they desire and 
so that they can be evangelizers in the Middle East instead of being 
kicked out. 
As Christians, we know that there is no hope for the world. We have 
to do all that is possible to live in peace, but we cannot put our hope 
neither in material things nor in human powers. We place our hope 
in Jesus, the Lord. We pray that He may come. We know, as Jesus 
said, “When these things begin to take place,” referring to the end 
of the world, “When these things begin to take place look up and 
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” After 
this, He will be the Lord. He will give us a new world, heavens, life 
and resurrection because He is risen. This is our prayer. Let us show 
solidarity with Christians, especially with the Christians here in the 
Middle East, knowing that it is necessary for us that they remain 
here. May we pray together and hope that one day the Lord will give 
us a new world. Meanwhile, we are trying to live with the greatest 
love possible for each other.

-Fr. Daniel Maes, O.Praem 
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Guidebook You can follow these guidelines or include the 
daily meditations in your personal prayer.

Choose a week to start your Week of Prayer 
for Persecuted Christians. You can do it 
alone or with your prayer group.

*You can find the Divine Mercy Chaplet in Initiatives 
on our website.

Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet, adding the 
intentions for the day.

Find a place to pray where you can offer your 
prayer with the persecuted Church, such as a 
chapel.

You can meditate on the daily Mass readings along 
with the meditations for the persecuted Christians.

*You can find the Rosary in Initiatives on our website.

The Rosary is the most powerful weapon that the Virgin Mary 
gave us. She prays for our intentions. You can offer a Rosary 
along with the meditation and daily intention.
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Monday
Today’s intention is to pray for all those who have had to 
run away from their cities and towns and now live in exile, 
so that they can return to their homes soon.

“I would say patience, primarily. Because they are 
a people that live in subhuman conditions, and they 
continue to wait and fight to survive. They have so 
much patience in their hearts. And I can say that 
faith is the most beautiful theological virtue that 
enlightens our Church today.
It is faith put to the test and thus made much stron-
ger. It is not a naïve faith, but a faith that has resist-
ed and resists in daily life. Hope against all hope 
is another one of their virtues. When there is total 
despair and you cannot see a way out from a human 
point of view, you see the beauty of this hope that 
arises in their hearts.

The Syrian Christians’ Virtues

FAITH put 
to the test

“
”
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Tuesday
So that persecuted Christians remain faithful to their Faith, 
never lose hope and always trust that God the Father cares 
for them in the midst of the difficulties that they must face.

They Lost Everything
“They lost their homes, lands and 
properties… They lost everything. 
Now—we can just imagine—they find 
themselves in a difficult situation: a 
family without a job, house or future. 
Nothing. They feel sad because of 
this. They lost trust in our land, in 
others and trust in the future. 
Nevertheless, they are certain that:

God does not leave 
them. Wherever they 

are and in whatever 
part of the world, 

they are always 
faithful to God. 

“

”
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Wednesday
For all bishops, priests and religious brothers and sisters 
called to care for persecuted Christians, so that the Lord 
may grant them the strength that they need to do so with 
perseverance and courage.

“Families would call us often at one, two or three 
o’clock. They needed something and did not know 
where to go. The only reference they had was a 
priest or a religious”. “Pray for priests and religious 
who work night and day to help refugees, for our 
Iraqi seminarians, who, despite seeing their families 
in trouble, have not left their vocation behind, but 
have persevered and want to continue onward”.

Lord, Make My Faith Active

 Faith without works, 
as strong as it may 

be, is useless.

“
”
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Thursday 
For the international communities and political leaders: may 
receive light and search sincerely for an end of persecution 
and mankind’s well-being.

“This has truly been a great lesson and experience for us, be-
cause we have gone through a true cross. Living through pain, 
we have truly felt Christ’s suffering. But in the end, we rose from 
the dead like Christ. We are very confident. We have learned to 
get rid of many things and not to worry so much about food or 
clothes. We’ve learned how to be free from so many material 
things. God is all we need. God alone conserves our life. God is 
our wealth. God and the Virgin Mary are our riches. I ask that 
those who are listening to these words be faithful to their faith, to 
Christianity and to the Virgin Mary who is always looking at us. 
Show solidarity with those who suffer. This is Christianity. This 
is the Gospel. Jesus invites us each day, “I was hungry…I was in 
prison…” This is the concrete Gospel. We have seen it. I thank 
God and I thank you and all of those who have accompanied 
through this pain and suffering. We have really felt that we are 
not alone. There were so many benefactors and volunteers in 
the world from abroad that visited us and lent a hand. We thank 
them as well as all of you who have taken the time to listen to us. 
Thank you. 
We hope this never happens to anybody. We do not wish this 
upon anyone, ever.
Thanks be to God, thank you all”.

Let Us Seek the Light in the Certainty of Christ

Living through pain, 
we have truly felt 
Christ’s suffering

“
”
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Friday
For persecuted Christians, so that they never become par-
alyzed by fear and continue to be living witnesses of Jesus 
and the Faith.

“When I arrived [at the church], I thought that I 
would find two or three people there, but it was 
half full. Then I saw lots of families arrive: children, 
boys and girls… This touched me deeply. ‘How can 
you come in this situation?’ They responded, ‘Some 
of us have walked an hour, others more than an 
hour,’ in that dangerous situation, because there 
was no one in the street, just Christians walking 
around. We had the Good Friday celebration with 
the church full of people”.

Trust in Mercy

When I am afraid, I 
put my trust in thee

(Psalm 56:3)

“
”
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Saturday
For all Christians, that through evangelization they may 
transform society into a Christian society.

“…praying, at Holy Mass, reciting the Holy Rosary daily with people, in the 
fields... The sisters did this every single day. It was a special job, a true Chris-
tian experience, like the Christians before us. And now those people are like 
the Christians who suffered so much in the first centuries. We have suffered 
like them. We have withstood suffering through prayer, Mass and the Sacra-
ments. In all of these cases, we did everything with order. We started to order 
our entire life and the Sacraments. We baptized children, we followed up on 
couples preparing for matrimony and married couples, had First Communions 
and funerals. We had all of the Sacraments. Thanks be to God, Who gave us 
strength.
We have truly felt this fidelity to the Faith and to the Virgin Mary. 
Prayer has strengthened us a great deal. Prayer alone made us that strong. We 
really shared a true cross. We have lived Calvary, Good Friday. We truly lived 
this time in this manner. We hope to have risen from the dead like Christ”.

Say That We Are Christians

Prayer alone 
made us 

that strong

“
”
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Sunday
For all Christians in the Middle East, that they may grow in 
their Faith and learn to live courageously and fearlessly and 
begin to rebuild a Christian society through evangelization.

“How have families lived their Faith in these trag-
ic conditions? I call these conditions genocide, 
the name given them in the Middle East and by 
the patriarchs. How can a family—a father and 
mother—think of Jesus or the Holy Family before 
thinking about feeding their children? In fact, where 
the families were—public fields, schools, halls, 
shops, garages or even out in the open—insisted on 
celebrating Mass and praying.
Then, the entire city turned into an altar. Even 
though we didn’t have vestments, I celebrat-
ed Mass without a stole or chalice—nothing—in 
complete poverty. Not because we were poor, but 
because we were made poor. We continue living 
the Faith in this manner.”

Family

 the entire city 
turned into 

an altar

“
”
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Live your Faith Courageously, Fearlessly

These prayer intentions are taken from interviews 
granted to HM Television by Monsignor Emil Nona, 
bishop of the Eparchy of St. Thomas the Apostle 
in Sidney, former Chaldean Archbishop of Mosul, 
Iraq from 2010 to 2015; Fr. Benham Benoka, priest 
in charge of the medical clinics for the displaced in 
Erbil, Iraqi Kurdistan; Fr. Ibrahim Alsabagh, custo-
dy of the Franciscan community in Aleppo, Syria; 
and Fr. Daniel Maes, a monk in Syria.
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